o0
Osterreichische
Gesellschaft fisr
Geschlechterforschung

Gender Studies
Association Austria

Call for Contributions
Gender_Queer Worldings: Violence, Alliances, Futurities
11" Conference of the Gender Studies Society Austria (OGGF)

23"_25™" September 2026, University of Innsbruck and
Medical University Innsbruck

In a world shaped by the convergence of multiple crises of economy, democracy, ecology, and
the rise of authoritarian systems, accompanied by attacks on women, queer, non-binary and
trans people as well as feminist, queer, and trans politics, it is imperative for gender studies to
both analyse these transformations and imagine alternative futures. The 11" conference of the
Gender Studies Society Austria, centred on ‘Gender Queer Worldings’, engages with the
various ways in which worlds are made and shaped. With the concept of ‘worldings’ we refer
to the dynamic processes through which realities are enacted, maintained, contested, and
reimagined, attending to how worlds are not given but continuously produced through relations
of power, care, violence, and resistance. The conference focuses on how worlds are produced
and maintained through structures of violence, such as patriarchy, cis-heteronormativity,
racism, colonialism, capitalism, and ability-centrism, and how feminist, queer, crip, trans, post-
and decolonial practices, politics, activisms, and scholarship might open up spaces for utopias
and futurities. At the pivotal juncture of our present time, the conference aims to create a space
for critical and creative conversations about the status quo, existing or potential alliances,
resistances and solidarities, the achievements and failures of gender studies and social
movements, and the potential of ‘our’ theories, approaches, and practices for gender queer
worldings.

Attending to the active and embodied processes of living in, making, caring for, imagining and
becoming (with) a world, the conference theme — worlding — is located within three poles:
violence, alliances, and futurities. The conference aims to stimulate exchange and discussion
on analyses and instruments to capture forms of worlding: with a focus on power-laden and
violent structures, on alliances, and on resistant and solidarity-based practices and imaginations.

First, the conference responds to our present time of profound uncertainty and the
intensification of global injustice, inequality, and crises. Here, the conference seeks to provide
a space for exchange and discussions on analyses and tools for grasping these powerful and
violent forms of world-making. It asks what theories, concepts, and analyses gender, feminist,
queer, trans, and intersex studies provide for understanding how everyday life, well-being and
health, regimes of labour and care, as well as rights and belongings were and are shaped through
violent forms of world-making. It further asks how an authoritarian racial capitalism, global



right-wing politics, and pre-fascist attacks on democracy and human rights intensify violent
configurations of gender, sexuality, embodiment, desire, and belonging.

Second, we understand worlding as an effect of multiple alliances that are neither stable nor
uncontested: between the past and the present, structures and practices, humans and non-
humans, bodies and communities, movements and ideas, and within social and political actors.
We are interested in the role of emerging and shifting alliances in world-making: They may
reinforce dominant formations such as alliances between right-wing actors, conservative and
religious forces, as well as some parts of feminist movements such as ‘gender-critical’/‘trans-
exclusionary’ feminisms. But they also hold the potential to disrupt, reimagine, and redirect the
trajectories of the present such as feminist, queer, trans, intersex, post-, anti- and decolonial,
and intersectional activism, strikes, protests, and forms of resistance. Given that alliances are
key for worlding, the conference seeks to address how certain alliances have played a role in
deepening inequalities, exploitation, necropolitics, and dystopian futures in the past and present.
At the same time, it seeks to engage with the building of alliances and struggles for livable and
utopian futures, asking how feminist, queer, trans, intersex, postcolonial, decolonial and crip
social movements, activisms, art, and scholarship have challenged and continue to challenge
heterosexist, colonial, racist, ableist, speciesist, and other normativities while interrogating the
ways they may continue to be entangled in them.

Third, the conference relates worlding to futurities. Despite the structuring power of violent
forces, feminist, queer, trans, intersex, postcolonial, decolonial and crip social movements,
activisms, art, and scholarship have always also engaged in building different worlds. Here, the
conference focuses on forms of solidarity, care, and resistance that make existing worlds livable
and enable imagination of other worlds. It asks what futurities propel the rise in
authoritarianism, but also what alternative futurities we might imagine — and enact — in the
context of ecological collapse and social fragmentation. It further investigates how practices of
care, solidarity, and radical imagination can inform new ways of being, knowing, and relating.

We invite contributions from a wide range of disciplines, as well as inter- and transdisciplinary
approaches. We also explicitly invite activist and artistic approaches, emphasizing the
importance of bringing together different knowledges. Submissions may explore the following
— as well as other topics — regarding worlding and its dimensions of violence, alliances, and
futurities, centring Gender Queer Studies as both subject and object of inquiry, and positioning
it as a point of departure for examining past, present, and future developments in the worlds
that we inhabit — and that inhabit us in turn:

e (Onto-)Epistemologies of worlding: How do we perceive the world, acknowledging
that structures of power and violence shape this perception? How do colonial, cis-
heteronormative, capitalist, ability-centred epistemologies shape the way we think of
and build the world? How do we see the world when taking up a perspective of care,
solidarity, and resistance? And how might the world look back at us? How do we make
sense of dis-/connections between past, present, and future, between local, regional, and
global scales, between humans and non-humans? What archives of knowledge, tools,
and theories do feminist, queer, trans, intersex, postcolonial, decolonial, crip approaches
offer to grasp worlding — and to enact different worldings? How might gender, queer,
trans, and intersex studies both hold emancipatory potential and participate in the
exclusions performed by normative worldings?

e Care, economy, bodies: How is worlding related to bodies, care regimes, and forms of
exploitation in past and present? How does an androcentric, cis-heteronormative racial



capitalism destroy bodies and worldings? Which bodies and worldings does it produce?
How do alternative forms of care and economy in past and present offer different modes
of worlding? How do class and social precarity intersect with other forms of in-
/equality?

Health, well-being, livability: What effects do violent worldings have on health,
healthcare, research in health and livability — perhaps even making them impossible?
How do contemporary forms of authoritarianism and fascization attack reproductive
rights and health politics? How do queer, trans, inter, feminist, crip, post-, anti- and
decolonial utopias reframe well-being beyond dichotomies and binaries? How do
feminist, trans, intersex, queer, crip, antiracist issues around health intermesh with
ecological concerns? How do various dimensions of diversity shape health, well-being,
and livability?

Narratives, representations, memories: What languages, visions, literary forms,
artistic performances, and translations allow reflections of dystopic and utopian
worldings? Whose voices are heard, whose faces are seen, whose bodies are felt in the
shaping of futurities? How are narratives and desires regarding possible futures shaped
by memories of the past — and whose past is it? How do intergenerational encounters
shape alliances and (imagined) futurities?

Institutions, spaces, temporalities: How is worlding linked to institutions, spaces, and
temporalities? How are institutions such as nation-states, families, and universities
involved in violent worldings, and how could this be contested? How do digitalisation
and artificial intelligence restructure institutions, spaces, and temporalities? How do
conflicts about resources, time, and rights conceal or uncover forms of worlding? How
do religions as both institutional actors and spiritual worldviews participate in un-/just
worldings?

Militarisation, borders, belonging: How did and do racist and nationalist divisions
constitute worldings in violent ways? How are everyday practices of borders entangled
with wars and militarisation? How does a necropolitical world shape affects, bodies,
desires? How does the androcentric coloniality of violence shape how ‘the world’ is
imagined, experienced, and lived? What worldings unfold in and despite violent border
regimes? How do legal frameworks participate in the making and unmaking of
belonging? How did and do queer, trans, feminist, inter, crip, post-, anti- and decolonial
resistance practices, solidarity, and visions challenge violent forms of worlding centred
on the logic of borders and destruction? How might we imagine non-violent, utopian
forms of belonging?

Archives, knowledges, un_learning: How have historical processes affected
worldings in past and present? How can global and social history open analytical
horizons for understanding current transformations of the social? How can critical
perspectives on historical archives incite emancipatory futurities? What local and global
worldings are enacted in education processes? How do educational institutions shape
futurities? How do violent alliances use educational institutions to normalise
authoritarian agendas? What processes of un_learning might contribute to livable
futurities?

Non-/human worldings: How do technologies and other artefacts participate in the un-
/making of different worlds? How are ecological crises and struggles for justice
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intertwined? What possibilities are there for queer, feminist, trans, intersex, post- and
decolonial alliances in the face of the ongoing climate crisis and its fueling by political
actors? How do generative Al and other technologies algorithmically encapsulate or
challenge social structures?

Language
The main conference language will be German, but individual contributions may be in English.

Accessibility and Code of Conduct

We are dedicated to providing an inclusive, safer and harassment-free conference.

The venue is wheelchair-accessible, there will be a quiet space, and we will seek to
accommodate participants’ dietary requirements. Due to resource constraints, we cannot
guarantee sign-language interpretation, but if this would enable your participation, please
contact us and we will explore possibilities. We recognize that accessibility needs are diverse
and may include accessible presentation formats or other considerations. Please contact us at
oeggf2026(@uibk.ac.at with any requirements or questions about accessibility — all requests will
be taken seriously and we will work with you to ensure your participation where possible.

We are committed to fostering a democratic, respectful exchange. While we welcome robust
debate and expect disagreement, we expect participants to engage in good faith. We do not
tolerate harassment, discrimination, or violence of any kind. The Scientific Board reserves the
right to reject submissions, interrupt presentations, or ask participants to leave if they do not
adhere to these principles. We understand that determining what constitutes harmful speech can
be complex, but we are committed to prioritising the safety and wellbeing of all participants.
The conference is an on-site event.

Submissions

We invite submissions for presentations, panels (up to 4 presentations) as well as artistic and
interactive formats, including workshops. Contributions should aim to take either 20 minutes
for shorter contributions (e.g., academic papers, spoken-word poetry, short films; these will be
grouped by the Scientific Board); or 90 minutes for panels as well as workshops and other
interactive formats.

Submissions should include the following information:
e Name and affiliation of presenting author/s
e Title of presentation
e Abstract/short description (for paper submission: up to 250 words / for panel and
workshop submission: up to 500 words)
e Short bio (up to 50 words per person)
e Language of the presentation (German or English)
e Presenters may assign their submission to up to three thematic tracks listed in the call

Deadline for submissions: 28" of February 2026.

Submissions by online form: https://conferences.uibk.ac.at/e/oeggf

The submissions will be reviewed and selected by the Scientific Board. Notifications about
whether contributions have been accepted will be sent by 15™ of April 2026.
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Papers can be submitted without membership in OGGF, but membership is required to
participate in the conference. There will likely be a personal contribution for meals during the
conference.

Organisation

The conference is organized by the Research Platform and Center Interdisciplinary Gender
Studies Innsbruck/University of Innsbruck, Office for Equality and Gender Studies/University
of Innsbruck and the Institute for Diversity in Medicine/ Medical University Innsbruck.

Administrative Board:
University of Innsbruck: Maria Furtner, Julia Tschuggnall
Medical University Innsbruck: Barbara Sauer-Oberlechner

Scientific Board:

University of Innsbruck: Muriel Gonzalez Athenas, Gundula Ludwig, Serena Obkircher,
Michaela Ralser, Michael Rasell, Kordula Schnegg, Sujatha Subramanian

Medical University Innsbruck: Sabine Ludwig, Lena Tschiderer

University of Vienna: Boka En

Johannes Kepler University Linz: Katharina Kreissl

Central European University, Vienna: Hyaesin Yoon

University of Klagenfurt: Tamas Jules Flitty

For questions concerning conference administration, please contact: oeggf2026(@uibk.ac.at
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